
Honeymoon with consequences…

DuringourhoneymooninSriLankain1980,weweretrulyfascinatedbythecountry
andthepeoplewemet.Thisconsequentlyleadtomorevisitsandonthefourthvisit
wedecidedtosponsor7poorchildrenoriginatingfromlargefamilies.

Mesmerizedbythisbeautifulisland,formerlyknownasCeylon,wetookoverasmall
beachhotelwith25bedsin1985inHikkaduwa.Hikkaduwawasoneofthemost
popularvacationspotsonthesouthwestcoastatthattime.

In1986westarteddeliveringahomecookedmealonceaweektoastateowned
children’shomefreeofcharge.Themealwaspreparedinourhotel.Thechildren’s
homewascaringforabout50childrenatthetime.Wealsoboughtalotof
mattresses,linen,mosquitonets,medicationanclothesforthischildren’shome.

“Building our own orphanage…” – that sounds like good idea!

Wecameupwiththeideaofbuildingourownorphanagebecausethesituationin
Hikkaduwaatthetimewassocritical.

Afterabigarticleappearedonusinthelocalnewspaper“ThunerTagblatt”witha
mentionofhowpeoplecouldsupportus,ourdreamfinallycametrueandwewere
overwhelmedbythedonationswereceived.

In1989werentedourownhousewiththesupportofseveralgoodfriends.Inorderto
receivethenecessarypermitstobecomeanownerofanorphanageasforeigners,
wehadtoproveourgoodintentionstotheauthorities,thesocialservices
department,Buddhistmonksandpolicemen.Thetediouspleadingandnegotiating
wentonfordaysanddays.

The first children

Somewheredowntheroad…..ourfistchild–Lahiru,afouryearoldboy–was
approvedbythesocialservicesdepartment.ShortlythereafterNadeeka,Induand
Upekawereapproved.Upekawasaverysickfourweekoldbabyandhadtospend
thefirstfewweeksinthehospital.

TodayLahiruisgrownup.InduwouldliketostudyatuniversityandUpekaisapretty
intelligent,healthy14yearoldgirl.BothUpekaandRashmi,ouryoungestone,adorn
thecoverpictureofthe“GoodNews”Number4onourwebsite.Pleasefeelfreeto
takealook.Shewouldliketobecomeaveterinariansomedayandofcoursewewill
doourutmosttohelpherfullfillherdream.

Thankstoourhotel,ourorphanagehasbecomeverywellknown.Almostallofthe
gueststhatcametoourhotelbecamemembersofthe“Silvia’sChildcare
Association”andwithararesenseofenthusiasm,startedtellingpeopleathome
aboutus.
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Our own Houses

Soon,thehousewehadrentedbecametoosmall.Itresultedinusbuyingourown
house,andlaterasecondonefollowed.

Theburdenofhavingahotelandanorphanagesoonbecametoooverwhelming.
Unfortunately,wewereforcedtogiveoneup.Tohelpchildreninneedwasafar
moreimportanttasksowedecidedtogiveupthehotel.Thedecisionwasclear.

SilviahadbeenlivinginSriLankaforthepastsixyears,lookingafterthehoteland
theorphanage.Asforme,duringthoseyears,paralleltomyregularjobasa
journalist,IwasmanagingtheadministrativesideofthesocietyinSwitzerlandand
thehotel.Furthermore,ItookcareofadvertisementsandonSaturdaysIsoldhand
madecraftsfromSriLankaatthelocalmarket.

Ourgoalwastoraiseasmuchmoneyaspossible.Thishasneverbeenaneasytask
foraprivatecharityandtothisdayitstillisn’t.

Onthelargecompoundwebuiltamodestbutgenerousorphanagethatissuitable
for50childrenandisresourcedwiththenecessarypersonnel.Accordingto
authoritiesandtheSwissEmbassyinSriLankaitisoneofthebestandmost
beautifulorphanagesinsouthernSriLanka.Ofcourseweareextremelyproudof
that!

Formation of Foundation

InFebruary2003wetransformedourassociationintoafoundation:”Foundation
SilviasKinderhilfe”.

BeingafoundationautomaticallyplacesyouunderthesurveillanceoftheSwiss
FederalSupervisoryBoardforFoundations.

The second Project:

Our support for Families – with over 550 children supported

AstherearethousandsofpoorchildreninSriLankathatwecannotputupinour
orphanagewefoundedanotherprojectcalled“FamilySupport”afewyearsago.

Thisiswherewesupportdestitutesinglemotherswithchildrenorfatherswith
children,whoduetoillness,areunabletowork.

Currently,morethat550childrenarebenefitingfromthisassistance.

Everychildwhoisbeingsupportedbyushastogotoschoolattheageofsix,
otherwisewediscontinueoursupport.InSriLankatoo,educationisveryimportant.
Enormouslyimportant!
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Weareplanningtoexpandthe“FamilyAssistance”projectinthefuture.Thisproject
ismorecostefficientthantheorphanageandallowsustoreachmanymorechildren.

Duringseveralvisitstosmallerisolatedtowns,werealizedthatsmallvillages,
particularlysouthofHambantota,areinurgentneedofsupport.

More Help

Furthermore,wearesupportingseveralsmallerorphanages,kindergartensand
schools.Eachyearwedistributethousandsofpairsofglasses,medication,clothes
andreliefsuppliesthataredonated.

Werelyondonors,patrons,sponsorsandgodparents!

Besidestheconsiderableadministrativeeffortwhichisaiddemandsfromus,italso
requiresthecorrespondingamountoffunds.Theneedforfinancialresourcesis
risingwhiththeexpansionofourrelieforganisation.

Nowadays,itisextremelydifficultforasmallprivatelyrunrelieforganisationto
receivethenecessarysupport.

Asweutilizealldonationsforchildren,wedonothavethefundstoadvertiseas
biggerorganisationsdo.Thisisonemorereasonwhywearesodependenton
donations.

Wesincerelythankeveryonewhoiswillingtosupportourrelieforganisation.

Tohelpchildreninneed,providesanunexpected,raresenseofhappiness–we
havepersonallyexperiencedthistimeandagain.
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